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PREFACE

Whilst examining some photographs  of old Masonic designs such as charts and tracing boards in the library of Grand Lodge in March 1970, I came across a photograph  dated '1928' of a Floor Cloth inscribed on the back 'Lodge of Hope No. 433, Brightlingsea'.

As I was living in Colchester, I decided to make further enquiries and discovered that, W. Bro. W. Fisher at the outbreak of war in 1939 had arranged for it to be concealed in an iron drain pipe and stored under the floor boards of the Masonic Temple in Brightlingsea. My enquiries aroused interest and the Floor Cloth was restored to the light of day.

On the 18th May 1970 I delivered a Lecture on the Floor Cloth of the Floor Cloth of the Lodge of Hope No.
433 to the members of that Lodge and soon afterwards I was privileged to become an honorary Member of that ancient Lodge.

That lecture was overlong! This is a shortened revision of that lecture. I have omitted much of Part I relating to  the  History  and  Development   of  the  Floor  Cloth  and  considerably  condensed  Parts  11 and  to  the Explanations of the Floor Cloth in the 1st/2nd degrees and the 3rd degree.

In 1971 the Lodge of Hope generously agreed, to present their 'Brightlingsea Floor Cloth' -to the Museum of Grand Lodge for the purpose of Masonic Research on permanent loan. I hope that this revised lecture may be of interest to those who read it and stimulate in them a desire for further Masonic knowledge.

For the sake of accuracy, I am now a Joining member of the Lodge of Hope No. 433 - and have the honour of being their Lodge Chaplain; as well as ProvGChap in the Prov. of Essex.

W. A. M. Grant

May 1977

INTRODUCTION

The 'Brightlingsea  Floor Cloth' is 6' 0" x 7'  3" and is suspended  on rollers 61 811 'long. The material was black, but in the course of nearly 200 years it has faded and it has been mounted or backed with oil cloth. Where  chalk  and  charcoal  had  been  used   white    aint  is  now  evident.





Grand Lodge possesses another floor cloth, described by E. H. Dring as 'very primitive' and which W.Bro. T.
0. Haunch considers must have 'belonged  to the Angel Lodge No. 51, Colchester'. It was wrapped in paper bearing the name of 'Railings' (Prov. Grand Secretary of Essex 1877 - 1924) and its marked similarity to the one owned by the Lodge of Hope, originally no doubt, by the Trafalgar  Lodge, are more than coincidence and point to a common provenance.  Furthermore, W. Bro. Haunch quotes an extract from the old Minutes of Angel Lodge,  dated 22nd February  1791 "Ordered that the Treasurer  provide a black cloth with the proper emblematic figures on card paper for forming the Lodge".

The origin and development  of the Floor Cloth may be described in various stages, which would, no doubt, have overlapped from time to time and from place to place, but briefly, at first the 'Lodge was drawn' on the ground and, later, on the earth floor of a barn or shed with a stick or sword and scuffed out with. -the fee-, or raked over after the ceremony. Then the 'Lodge was drawn'  on the floor of a room with chalk and charcoal and washed out with 'Mop and pail' afterwards;

This may not have been popular in the Inn Parlour and the custom arose of 'drawing the Lodge' by means of tapes and metal.  objects laid on the· floor or carpet and stored  away In a box or chest after the ceremony. From the Angel Minute of 1791 we know that black cloths  with card cut-outs were used. This was much more convenient than tapes and metal objects and a painted Floor Cloth was an obvious development.

In 1759 'Painted Floorings were expressly forbid'  in Scotland, but by 1783 it is recorded in the Minutes of the old Kilwinning  St. John Lodge  No. 6 of Inverness  "The Master  proposed  having  the Flooring  of the Fellow  Craft and Master  Mason  painted".  Their  purpose  was  to delineate  the Lodge and reveal  in which degree. the Lodge was working.. On the one side were drawn the emblems related to the 1st/2nd degree and on the reverse  those of the 3rd degree - this, is still evident,  though  very faint, on the old Angel cloth in Grand. Lodge Museum. When it was decided to hang our Brightlingsea  cloth on rollers the emblems of the
3rd degree were arranged to 'fit in' on the original Ist/2nd degree arrangement.  This is quite apparent from
close examination.

Our Floor  Cloth was used for Lectures  both in the regular  Lodge meetings  and. the Lodge of Instruction. Indeed W. Bro. James. Webb, one of our Founder Members and reputed to have named the new Lodge 'The Lodge of Hope', last lectured on the Floor Cloth in 1860 and W. Bro. William Bishop gave a lecture on it in
1869, as he also did on the three tracing boards.

An Explanation of the Floor Cloth in First and Second Degrees

It is necessary to bear in mind that certain emblems on our 'Brightlingsea  Floor Cloth'  are shown on the Third degree side of the 'primitive  cloth'  in the Grand Lodge Museun1, and we tnust make allowance for the fact that they may have been on the reverse of pur cloth before it was hung on rollers. They are 'Aarons  Rod that budded',  'the Sprig of Acacia',  'Coffin', 'Point  within a circle and parallel lines',  'Antient Master's Jewel',  'Pot of Manna'  and 'The Two Tables of Stone'.

These  present  difficulties,  e.g.  'Aarons  Rod  that  budded'  the  Mallet  and  the  Chisle  could  be working tools of the 1st degree, Aarons Rod that budded being a measuring rod, i.e. the 24" gauge, but it is shown on the 3rd  degree side of the primitive cloth - as, also, are the TWO TABLES OF STONE, with wllich I wish to begin.


The Tables of Stone

The Candidate for initiation professes belief in God, is prepared in a particular manner and placed at the edge of the pavement and between the Tables of Stone, described as @tables of the Sacred Law engraven by the finger of the Most High with sublime and comprehensive precepts of moral and religious duty', commonly called the Ten Commandments, four relating our duty to God and six our Duty towards our neighbour. It is thus that we seek to enter Freemasonry- to serve God and our fellow men. Therefore we humbly seek admission by three distinct knocks, obedient to the Divine command  "Ask  and ye shall receive; Seek  and ye shall find; knock  and it shall be opened  unto you".

The Squared Pavement

Our first step in Masonry is taken upon the squared or chequered pavement of alternating black and white  squares,  symbolising  the vagaries  of life - winter  and summer;  heat and cold; health and sickness;  joy  and  sorrow;  life  and  death  - the  common  lot  of  man.  Too  often  we  forget  the significance  of the Two Tables of Stone - one on either side of the Candidate  at the edge of the Pavement,  symbolic of the Law and Wisdom of God, The Creator and the Redeemer - The Lord, the Giver of Life.

William  Preston  (1742 - 1818) described  the 'Internal  Ornaments  of a Lodge'  as the Mosaic or chequered  pavement,  the blazing  Star  and the  indented  skirting.  To  the  question,  "What  moral picture do they convey?" he replies, "To the view of the contemplative Mason they afford a curious delineation  of all the beauties of nature and art, agreeable blended so as at once to attract the eye and  captivate  the tnind".  Thus  'a  true  emblem  of the variety  that is  displayed  in the works  of Creation and of all the vicissitudes to which the life of man is exposed in the midst of that Creation. Exemplified  by adverting  to the instability  of human events, as today we may tread the flowery mead of prosperity and tomorrow we may totter on the rude track of adversity'.

The Blazing Star

It is Hard to distinguish upon our Floor Cloth as it is in the centre and before the Cloth was hung upon rollers was subject to disfigurement through folding the cloth for storage purposes. It is impossible to tell if it is the
'Hexalpha' six pointed  star, or the 'Pentalpha'  the five pointed  star,  but whichever  it is the Blazing  Star
favoured by  the 'Modems' or the Morning   Star or Talisman as preferred by the 'Antients' it remains as the
'Glory in the Centre' a constant reminder of the presence of the Eternal    God- always with us.

It is 'a  lively emblem  of the omnipresence  of the Deity, who superintends  with love and beneficence  the various works he has created. Exemplified by our beholding in that figure infinite goodness over shadowing the whole system and darting, as it were, from his beneficent bounty, beams of love and mercy to the beings of every species formed by Him'.

The Indented Skirting or Tesselated Border

This surrounds  the Floor Cloth and is 'a  striking emblem ·of the care of Providence  in the preservation  of existence.  Exemplified  by Divine Wisdom concentrating  into one mass the disjointed parts of the Creation and cementing the whole in union for general preservation and protection'. Charles Moore in "The Masonic Tracing Board", an American book of 1843, describes the 'Indented Tassel' which surrounds the 'Mosaic' Pavement as being emblematical 'of those manifold blessings and comforts which surround us and which we hope  to  obtain  by  a faithful  reliance  on  Divine  Providence,  which  is  hierlyphically  represented  by  the Blazing Star in the centre'.

The Two Pillars

The  significance  of the pillars  at the porchway  or entrance  of King  Solomon's Temple  is encouraging  a constant reminder of the 'Pillar of Fire'  that enlightened the darkness of the Israelites as they crossed the Red· Sea and travelled  by night through the wilderness;  and the 'Cloudy  Pillar'  that stood behind  them and cast their enemies into confusion. The one on the left is marked 'B' and that on the right 'J':  'Stability  is assured for God said 'In S. I will E this mine House to stand firm for ever',

The Winding Staircase

On the floor Cloth it is rightly depicted with seven steps and the Senior Warden standing on top. Seven is the symbolic number.  We recall the three steps of the first degree and the fact that our Order is founded  on the grand principals  of 'Brotherly  love, Relief and Truth'  and that the Initiate is charged to practice  every virtue
'let Prudence direct you, Temperance  chasten you, Fortitude support you and Justice be the guide of all your
actions'. In the Fellow Craft degree we are called upon to study the seven liberal arts and sciences,  namely
G. R. L. A. G. M. and A.

An Ear Of Corn Near To A Fall Of Water

The  explanation  of the second  Tracing  board  describes  the  origin  and  meaning  of this  emblem  and  the password  leading from the first to the second degree-. 7. W. this explanation  in a ceremony  of passing is in deprive the Candidate of essential knowledge.

The Triangle  And: The Letter 'G'

Note the shape of the entrance to the middle chamber as depicted on our cloth at the top the stairs. A square­ symbolically a reminder of our human nature - our human frailty. Within the Square is a Triangle  enclosing the letter 'G' in the centre of the building. The symbolic significance  of the Triangle  or 'Sacred Delta' of the Egyptians,  represents the Triune  God. The 'G' may stand for Geometry  or for Him, who is known to us as T.G.G.O.T.U. Above This is an Arch,  upon which we know  was inscribed  the ancient  password  that led through the ceremony of the veils into the S.S., namely, 'Holiness to the Lord' and we begin to realise that we are being raised - almost imperceptibly  - from earth to heaven; from a figurative death to a reunion with our former companions.

The Three Pillars

Ionic, Doric and Corinthian  are the three most noble orders of architecture  and these pillars represent  to us Wisdom, Strength  and Beauty and are the supporters  of a Freemason's  Lodge. Wisdom to conduct  us in all our  undertakings;  Strength  to support  us under  all our difficulties  and Beauty  to Adorn  the  inward man'. They  also  represent   the  three  Grand  Masters   'Solomon,  King  of  Israel,  for  his  wisdom  in  building, completing and dedicating the Temple; Hiram, King of Tyre, for his strength in supporting him with men and materials; and H. A for his masterly workmanship in beautifying the same'.

The Rough Ashlar, The Smooth Ashlar And; The Tracing Board

These  are the immoveable  jewels  of a Lodge.  'The rough  ashlar  is an emblem  of the, human 1nind in its pristine state which, rude and uncultivated  is like that stone before it has been improved by pious exan1ple and  virtuous  education.  The  smooth  ashlar  is  a  representation   of  the  mind,  improved  by  culture  and civilisation,  enjoying all the advantages that can be derived from study, example and education. The Tracing Board is an emblem of the book of Nature in which are delineated the designs of an ALL Supreme Being. An observance  of  these  designs  will  lead  to  the  perfection  of  our  system,  afford  present  and  assure  future happiness,

There is comfort in the knowledge  that the! G.A.O.T.U.  has a plan and purpose for each of us in His Grand
Design: this is shown by the Master's Board on which in olden times the Master would delineate  the Lodge







(compare Ezekiel, chapter 4, verse I'Take thee a tile ... and portray upon it the city') The G.A.O.T.U. has His designs drawn in the Volume of Sacred Law wherein we are taught the important duties we owe to God, to our neighbours and to ourselves  ... " and in which are laid down such Divine Laws and Moral Plans, that were we conversant therein and adherent thereto they would bring us to an ethereal Mansion not built by hands but eternally in the Heavens".

Attached to the perfect ashlar is a 'LEWIS'  - the word denotes strength. The operative mason used a Lewis to raise great weights with little encumbrance. The word also denotes 'son of a Mason',  whose duty it is 'to bear the burden and heat of the day, from which his parents, by reason of their age, ought to be exempt; to help them in time of need and thereby render the close of their days happy and comfortable. His privilege for so doing is to be made a Mason before any other person however dignified'.

The Pot of Manna

This is an ancient emblem of the Supreme Orders of the Holy Royal Arch- to the 'Ancients' the Holy Royal Arch  was  'the  root, heart  and  marrow'  of Masonry.  This  emblem  is a constant  reminder  of the Divirie Providence that preserved the Israelites with 'Angels' Bread'  or 'Food from Heaven' in the wilderness.

The Point Within A Circle And The Parallel Lines

'The point represents an individual brother, the circle the boundary line of his duty. In going round this circle we necessarily touch on the two parallel lines, which also represent Moses and Solomon (The Law and Wisdom of God) while a Mason keeps himself thus circumscribed he cannot err'. But before the Union the two perpendicular parallel lines were said to represent St. John the Baptist 24th June) and St. John the Evangelist (2ih December) and it taught that 'The Evangelist completed by his learning what the Baptist had accomplished by his zeal and thus drew a line parallel'.

This is the 'Principle point in Freemasonry' -this point within a circle; there is, also, a 'chief point' ever worth recalling and that is 'to  be happy ourselves  and to communicate happiness to others'. The Source of all happiness is depicted by the Hebrew letter "Jod".

An Explanation Of The Cloth In The Third Degree

I am treating this Floor Cloth as one and we have started at the base line at the foot of the Pavement and we are ascending to Him, who is represented as the Sun that rises in the East. We have. as it were. reached the centre of the building- depicted by the Blazing Star.

The Volume Of I 0 I The Sacred Law, The Square And Compasses

The Volume of the Sacred Law is depicted as an 'open book'; it holds a prominent position above the 'Glory in the centre' and forms the basis of Jacob's adder'
Lodges the bible held an essential place; the Ancient Charges of Freemasonry remind us of the universality
of the Craft - let a man's religion  or mode of worship be what it may he is not excluded from the order, provided he believe in the glorious Architect of heaven and earth and practice the sacred duties of morality'.

For us the volume of the Sacred Law is the Bible - it governs our Faith' and upon it rests the Square and Compasses in the position of the Third Degree;  and this shows the compasses, the emblem of the Spirit, elevated elevated above the square, the emblem of the natural man. 'The furniture of the Lodge consists of the Volume of the Sacred Law, the Compasses and the Square; the Sacred writings are to rule and govern our Faith, on them we Obligate our Candidates for Freemasonry; so are the Compasses and Square when united, to regulate our lives and actions, The Sacred Volume is derived from God to man in general, the Compasses to the Grand Master and the Square to the whole Craft'. The purpose, to quote William Preston's immortal phrase 'that rising to eminence by merit; we may live respected and die regretted.

The Plumb Rule. The Square And The Level,

These are the jewels of the Master and his Wardens, the Moveable Jewels of the Lodge and the working tools of a Craftsman.  'The Square teaches morality, the Level equality and the Plum Rule justness and uprightness of life and actions'. In Moore's American 'Trestle-Board',  'The Plumb Rule admonishes  us to wall uprightly in our several stations before God and man, squaring our actions by the square of virtue, remembering  that we  are  travelling  upon  the  level  of time,  to  that  undiscovered  country,  from  whose  boume  no traveller returns'.  This  reminds  us  of  another  famous  phrase  of  Preston's  'Death,  the  Grand  Leveller  of  human greatness'.

Our 'Operative' brethren often 'speculative';  for example, the brass square found near Limerick, bearing the date 1517 and inscribed "I will strive to live with love and care; upon the level, by the Square".

The Pot of Incense

I have referred to this pot as the 'Pot of Manna' but it may represent a 'Pot of Incense' -an emblem of a pure heart 'an acceptable sacrifice to the Almighty; "as this glows with fervent heat, so should our hearts continually glow with gratitude to the great and beneficent Author of our existence, for the manifold blessings and comforts we enjoy"- and, may be closely linked with the Sacred
Slowice of the Holy Royal Arch. (Moore).

The Square And Compasses Over The Segment Of A Circle

The Compasses are set at 60 degrees and allude to the equilateral triangle and if the two points were united by a straight line would form such a Triangle. Our 'Antient' brethren are known to have placed the Equilateral Triangle upon the Altar. The symbol as a whole is a past Master's  Jewel of
'Antient' origin and another pointer to the 'Antient' tradition of this Floor Cloth and should be
compared with the IPM's Jewel in the Lodge of Hope No. 433. The Trowel
An emblem, until recently, seldom seen in England today; it is worn by the Junior Deacon in a Scottish Lodge and used by the Tyler of the Lodge of Hope No. 433. According to Moore it was "used by operatives to spread the cement which unites the building into a common mass; we use it for the purpose of spreading the cement of brotherly love and affection; that cement which unites us into one sacred band, or society of friends and brothers, among whom no contention should ever exist but that noble contention, or rather emulation, of who can best work, and best agree" or to phrase it differently "to spread the cement of affection and kindness which unites us all .....  into one grate companionship of brotherly love, relief and truth" and thereby according to Preston "the principle of universal benevolence may be diffused to every member of the community". Indeed it
is our constant prayer that the Craft may be preserved by cementing and adorning it with every
moral and social virtue. Grand Lo	has now declared it to be the Jewel of the 	·
entative within the Lod



The Chisel

The working tools of an E.A.F. are the gavel, the chisel and the 24" gauge (Aaron's  rod that budded). The chisel is emblematical of discipline and education. "The mind in its natural state is rude and unpolished as the rough ashlar; and as the effect of the chisel on the external surface of the latter is to expose its hidden beauties, so education brings out the latent virtues of the mind, thereby displaying the perfection of human knowledge- our duty to God and man" (Moore).





The Mallet

The mallet,  like the gavel, is used "to knock off superfluous  knobs and excrescences  and morally teaches us to correct irregularities,  to maintain a quiet demeanour in the school of discipline  and to learn to be content.  What the mallet  is to the workman,  enlightened  reason  is to the speculative Mason. It curbs ambition, teaches us to restrain envy; to moderate anger; and to encourage harmony and brotherly  love" (Moore) or as Preston sums it up - "it encourages good dispositions;  whence arise that comely order, which nothing early gives, or can destroy, the soul's  calm sunshine and the heart-felt joy''.

The Coffin, Skull and Crossbones

The emblems  of mortality allude to the death of our Master HA. The skull representing  the mind and spiritual faculties of man at the top; and the crossed thigh bones at the bottom representing  the natural, physical passions of man's  human nature.

The Hour Glass

Another  emblem  that  has  almost  disappeared  and lost  its  significance  and  yet it  is "an  ancient emblem of human life. Behold! how swiftly the sands run, how rapidly our lives are drawing to a close.  We  cannot  without  astonishment  behold  the  little  particles  which  are  contained  in  this machine, how they pass away almost imperceptibly  and yet to our surprise, in the short space of an hour, they  are  all exhausted.  Thus  wastes  man!  Today  he puts  forth the tender  leaves  of hope; tomorrow,  blossoms  and bears his blushing  honours  thick  upon him: the next day cmnes  a frost which nips the shoot and when he thinks his greatness is still aspiring he falls, like autumn leaves, to enrich our mother earth", (Moore).

Sprig of Acacia

An emblem of Masonic  mourning - it refers to the immortality  of the Soul. It is depicted  on the Coffin-lid and to the right of the Sun in splendour on our Floor Cloth. It is a Greek word implying Innocence  and  according  to  the  'Logic' Ritual  "refers  to our  Master  HA.  who  by his  virtuous conduct, integrity in life and fidelity to the sacred trust reposed in him, has ever set an example to the whole Craft.

Aarons Rod That Budded

An emblem of life and joy. It has associations with the ancient ceremony of passing the veils in the Holy Royal Arch Degree. It is described in the Volume of the Sacred Law the Book of Numbers, Chapter 17. The 'Rod' was the 'staff of office'  and was used as a measuring instrument.  As such, we can liken it to the 24" gauge - its purpose in a speculative  sense as a measurement  of of time is "To remind us that part of each day is to be spend in prayer to Almighty God: Part in labour and refreshment: and part in serving a friend or brother in time of need".

Jacobs Ladder


Our_ hope  is  "to  ascend  to  those  immortal  mansions  whence  all  goodness  emanates".  We  are absorbed by the eternal Trinity of Birth, death and resurrection.  We know what it is to die - and how to face death. We know what it means to be raised- "for even in this perishable frame resides a vital and immortal principle, which inspires a holy confidence that the Lord of Life will enable us

to trample the king of terrors beneath our feet and lift our eyes to that bright Morning Star, whose
             rising brings peace and salvation to the faithful and obedient of the human race".
Jacobs ladder is another symbol of that hope, it is composed of several staves, the three principle
ones point out the moral virtues. "The first represents faith in the Volume of the Sacred Law; by the doctrines  contained  in that Holy Book, we are enabled  to ascend to the second step representing Hope.  This  naturally  creates  in  us  a  desire  of  becoming  partakers  of  the  blessed  promise  of Salvation.  The third and last, representing  Charity, comprehends  the whole; for the Mason who is possessed  of that virtue in its most  ample sense, may justly be deemed  to have attained the very summit  of his profession" - ALL - as you may observe - firmly based upon the Volume  of the Sacred Law.

The Moon And The Seven Stars

The summit  of a Mason's  career  might  be described  figuratively  as being "an  ethereal  mansion veiled  from  mortal  eyes  by  the  starry  firmament,  emblematically  depicted  by the  seven  stars", usually in conjunction with the "Moon that rules the night". On this Floor Cloth we have noted the seven steps of the winding staircase;  the four sides of the square and the three sides of the triangle within it amounts to seven; the four cardinal (P T F J) and three moral (F H C) virtues - another seven. To these may be added the seven sacred planets- an allusion to the Universe, And we know that without  seven "regularly  made  masons  .....  no Lodge  is perfect,  nor can any Candidate  be legally initiated into our Order".

Therefore  I submit that the Moon and the Seven Stars is emblematical  of the great designer of the
Starry Skies- the Creator of Heaven and Earth- T G A 0 TU. The All-Seeing Eye
The All-Seeing Eye reminds us of the constant vigilance and unceasing watchfulness of the G G 0
T U to whom whatever be our creed or race, we are taught to attribute not only the creation but the preservation of all things. Whatever may be our faults -however we may neglect the various tasks allotted to us in our several stations- whether indolence or apathy cause us to be indifferent to the call  of  duty - the  eye  of  Omniscience  never  slumbers  nor  sleeps  but  exercises  an  unwearied supervision  over the actions  and affairs of the whole human  race. These  considerations  ought to induce us at all times to take heed to our steps, to be cautious in our demeanour, to avoid offending with the tongue, and so to direct our conduct in every relation  of life as to give evidence of the sincerity of our convictions that we are always under the All-Seeing Eye of the Allmighty".

The Sun In Splendour

The Sun rising in the East, emblematical  of the Worshipful Master standing in the east and setting the  men  to  work,  ever  remembering  that  the  "Sun  is  always  at  its  meridian  with  respect  to Freemasonry". It is a natural, primitive, veneration based upon the daily mysterious phenomenon of the Sun rising and dispersing  the darkness  of the night that is so aptly described in our Opening Ritual. Here is !he Most High of the third degree.

In some Lodges in the Bristol area the attention of the brethren is aroused by the call "Eyes East"--­ we  look  up  and  see  the  Worshipful  Master  of  the  Lodge,  the  humble  representative  of  King Solomon; and we recall that "a greater than Solomon is here". We see the 'Sun in Splendour,, and realise afresh today in the 1970's- the truth when this Floor Cloth was first drawn nearly 200 years








ago - the reality of the ancient belief in the personality of the sun - some twenty centuries before the dawn of the Christian era- The Emblem of the Most High.

"Sun from the foundations of heaven thou art risen, Thou has unfastened the bolts of the shining skies, Thou has opened the door of heaven".

(The Hymn ofHea from Fox-Talbot's 'Records of the Past' Quoted by J. Finlay Finlayson).

St. Pal writing to the Church at Ephesus (NEB, Ch, 5) "Live like men who are at home in daylight, for where light is, there all goodness  springs up, all justice and truth - everything, when once the light has shown it up, is illuminated,  and everything thus illuminated  is all light, and so the hymn says:
''Awake Sleeper, rise from the dead; And Christ shall shine upon you".

"ALL GLORY TO THE MOST HIGH".

This masonic floor cloth represents a mid-way stage in the development of the tracing board. Rather than having the various designs drawn in chalk on floor of the meeting room, a floor cloth which already had the designs painted on it could simply be unrolled instead.


lt is possible that there were separate floor cloths for the different degrees, but none are known. All surviving examples, such as this 1780's floor cloth, have all the symbols included together.




This image is a negative of the original for clarity, some emblems were originally in silver and have grown very faint over time.


The floorcloth was placed in the Library and Museum of Freemasonry on loan from the Lodge of Hope No.433, Brightlingsea, in 1971.

The cloth is one of the oldest examples known, and had been in the possession of the Lodge of Hope No.433 for many years before coming to the museum. During the Second World War it was rolled up, placed into an iron drainpipe and concealed beneath the floorboard of the masonic hall in Brightlingsea to protect it.


The cloth contains many of the symbols that would eventually find their way onto the first, second and third degree tracing boards, while many others remain as the working tools and furniture of a lodge. In the years up to 1813 specifically religious references were removed from both ritual and masonic symbolism to allow it to appeal to members of many faiths, so symbols such as the pot of manna or the tablets of the Ten Commandments do not
appear in later Masonic usage.


Compare this tracing cloth with both the tracing boards in the cases behind you and the certificates in the case at the end of the aisle.
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